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§1 itf THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

icant(s): Jay D. White et al. Examiner: 
Serial No.: 10/827,040 Group Art Unit: 3617 

Filed: April 19, 2004 Date: November 17, 2004 

For: TIRE INFLATION SYSTEM APPARATUS AND METHOD 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

This invention relates to a tire inflation system includes an air supply source in selective 
fluid communication with a tire via a pneumatic conduit. A method of inflating the system 
includes providing a tire pressure retention valve in the pneumatic conduit adjacent to the tire. An 
inflation pressure of the tire is determined with a step-up procedure, in which air bursts are 
communicated from the air supply source to a portion of the pneumatic conduit between the air 
supply source and the tire pressure retention valve. The volume of at least one selected 
communicated air burst is related to a volume of a section of the conduit. The tire is inflated with 
an extended-pulse procedure, in which extended bursts of air are communicated from the air supply 
source to the tire. A shut-down sequence is performed once a predetermined target inflation 
pressure in the tire is reached. 

As authorized and encouraged under 37 C.F.R. §1.197-1.99, Applicants hereby cite as a 
means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the following patents 
and/or documents, copies enclosed, which the Examiner should consider with respect to the above- 
identified United States Patent Application. 
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Schultz et al. 


4,898,216 
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Schultz et al. 
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05-15-1990 


Schultz et al. 
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06-16-1992 


Hicks et al. 
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01-19-1993 


Schultz et al. 
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U.S. Patent No. 
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5,244,027 


09-14-1993 


Freigang 
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10-19-1993 


Beverly et al. 


5,273,064 
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Beverly et al. 


5,313,995 


05-24-1994 


Schultz 


5,516,379 


05-14-1996 


Schultz 


5,524,481 


06-11-1996 


Claussen et al. 


6,182,727 
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6,246,317 
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Pickornik et al. 


6,283,186 


09-04-2001 


Krisher 


6,325,123 


12-04-2001 


Gao et al. 


6,561,017 
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Claussen et al. 


6,604,414 


08-12-2003 


Claussen et al. 


6,666,078 


12-23-2003 


Claussen et al. 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EP0343990A2 


11-29-1989 


Eaton Corp. 



A copy of the patents and publications are included for the express purpose of providing the 
Patent and Trademark Office with an ample opportunity to evaluate the same and to arrive at an 
independent assessment of its materiality, if any, with regard to the examination of the application. 

In reviewing the enclosed copies of the above publications, the Examiner is requested to 
ignore any underscoring or highlighting which may appear because such markings may or may not 
have any relationship to the subject matter of the above-identified application. The copy being 
submitted with the Information Disclosure Statement is the best copy available at this time. 

An examination of the present application considering the above documents is requested. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
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